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Amur Leopard
People usually think of leopards in the savannas of Africa but in the Russian Far East, a rare 
subspecies has adapted to life in the temperate forests that make up the northern-most part 
of the species’ range. Similar to other leopards, the Amur leopard can run at speeds of up to 
37 miles per hour.

The Amur leopard is solitary. Nim-
ble-footed and strong, it carries and 
hides unfinished kills so that they are 

not taken by other predators. It has been 
reported that some males stay with females 
after mating, and may even help with rearing 
the young.
Several males sometimes follow and fight 
over a female. They live for 10-15 years, and 
in captivity up to 20 years. The Amur leop-
ard is also known as the Far East leopard, the 
Manchurian leopard or the Korean leopard. 
The Amur leopard is important ecologically, 
economically and culturally. Conservation 
of its habitat benefits other species, includ-
ing Amur tigers and prey species like deer. 
With the right conservation efforts, we can 
bring them back and ensure long-term con-
servation of the region. In 2007, WWF and 
other conservationists successfully lobbied 
the Russian government to reroute a planned 
oil pipeline that would have endangered the 
leopard’s habitat.

The Amur leopard is poached largely for its 
beautiful, spotted fur. In 1999, an undercover 
investigation team recovered a female and a 
male Amur leopard skin, which were being 
sold for $500 and $1,000 respectively in the 
village of Barabash, not far from the Kedro-
vaya Pad reserve in Russia. Agriculture and 
villages surround the forests where the leop-
ards live. As a result the forests are relatively 
accessible, making poaching a problem—not 
only for the leopards themselves, but also for 
important prey species, such as roe deer and 
hare, which are hunted by the villagers.
With such a small population left, the loss 
of each Amur leopard puts the species at 
greater risk of extinction. WWF implements 
programs to stop the illegal trade in Amur 
leopard parts. Together with TRAFFIC, the 
world’s largest wildlife trade monitoring net-
work, we help governments enforce domestic 
and international trade restrictions on Amur 
leopard products. WWF monitors Amur 
leopard populations and its habitat.





Black Rhino
Populations of black rhino declined dramatically in the 20th century at the hands of Eu-
ropean hunters and settlers. Between 1960 and 1995, black rhino numbers dropped by a 
sobering 98%, to less than 2,500. Since then, the species has made a tremendous comeback 
from the brink of extinction.

Black rhinos are the smaller of the two 
African rhino species. The most no-
table difference between white and 

black rhinos are their hooked upper lip. 
Black rhinos are browsers rather than graz-
ers, and their pointed lip helps them feed on 
leaves from bushes and trees. They have two 
horns, and occasionally a third, small poste-
rior horn.
Of all the threats facing black rhinos, poach-
ing is the deadliest. Black rhinos have two 
horns which make them lucrative targets 
for the illegal trade in rhino horn A wave 
of poaching for rhino horn rippled through 
Kenya and Tanzania, continued south 
through Zambia’s Luangwa Valley as far as 
the Zambezi River, and spread into Zim-
babwe. Political instability and wars have 
greatly hampered rhino conservation work 
in Africa, notably in Angola, Rwanda, Soma-
lia, and Sudan. This situation has exacerbat-
ed threats such as trade in rhino horn and 
increased poaching due to poverty.

Thanks to persistent conservation efforts 
across Africa, black rhino numbers have 
doubled from their historic low 20 years ago 
to between 5,042 and 5,455 today. However, 
the black rhino is still considered critically 
endangered, and a lot of work remains to 
bring the numbers up to even a fraction of 
what it once was—and to ensure that it stays 
there. Wildlife crime—in this case, poaching 
and black-market trafficking of rhino horn—
continues to plague the species and threaten 
its recovery.
WWF launched an international effort to 
save wildlife in 1961, rescuing black rhinos—
among many other species—from the brink 
of extinction. Thanks to persistent conserva-
tion efforts across Africa, the total number 
of black rhinos grew. To protect black rhinos 
from poaching and habitat loss, WWF is 
taking action in three African rhino range 
countries: Namibia, Kenya, and South Afri-
ca. Together, these nations hold about 87% of 
the total black rhino population.





African Wild Dog
The wild dog is one of the world’s most endangered mammals. The largest populations 
remain in southern Africa and the southern part of East Africa (especially Tanzania and 
northern Mozambique). Wild dogs are social and gather in packs of around ten individuals, 
but some packs number more than 40. 

Major threats to the survival of wild 
dogs include accidental and target-
ed killings by humans, viral dis-

eases like rabies and distemper, habitat loss 
and competition with larger predators like 
lions. Conflicts occur when wild dogs come 
in contact with people whose livelihoods rest 
largely on livestock and agriculture. Prob-
lems arise when expanding human activities 
decrease the habitat for available prey for 
wild dogs.

Creation of protected areas and protection 
of major wildlife corridors benefit species 
such as the African wild dog. In southern 
Tanzania and northern Mozambique, WWF 
works to protect important wildlife corridors 
between major game reserves. We also work 
to reduce conflict with humans.

Lions dominate African wild dogs, and are 
a major source of mortality for both adults 
and pups. Population densities of African 
wild dogs are low in areas where lions are 
more abundant. One pack reintroduced into 
Etosha National Park was destroyed by lions. 
A population crash in lions in the Ngoron-
goro Crater during the 1960s resulted in an 
increase in African wild dog sightings, only 
for their numbers to decline once the lions 
recovered.

African wild dogs once ranged from the 
desert and mountainous areas of much of 
sub-Saharan Africa, being absent in the 
driest desert regions and lowland forests. 
The species has been largely exterminated in 
North and West Africa, and has been greatly 
reduced in number in Central Africa and 
northeast Africa. The majority of the species’ 
population now occurs in Southern Africa 
and southern East Africa. The African wild 
dog is mostly found in savanna and arid 
zones, generally avoiding forested areas.This 
preference is likely linked to the animal’s 
hunting habits, which require open areas 
that do not obstruct pursuit. 



    


